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held at York1. In 1337 Edward III. was preparing to
embark upon the great struggle in which the coveted prize
was the crown of France, and he sought in every direction
to win allies to his cause. Commercial considerations were
sacrificed to political exigencies, and the staple was used as
a bait to draw the great manufacturing towns of Flanders,
the gate into France, from their allegiance to the French
king. A commission was appointed to open negotiations
with the king's confederates, for fixing the staple of English
wool without the realm 2. As a result apparently of its
deliberations, the bribe of a Flemish staple was held out to
the count of Flanders and the cities of Bruges, Ghent and
Ypres 3. For the moment the negotiations were unsuccess-
ful ; the count of Flanders remained loyal to France, and
the staple was established at Antwerp 4. But the scruples
of the Flemings were overcome when Edward III. assumed
the French title, and still more, perhaps, by his promise to
set up the staple in their dominions. " Flanders joined to
England by her trade in wool, to France by her feudal rela-
tion, became anew ", says the historian of the Netherlands 5,
" a shuttlecock between these two countries ". Accordingly,
in return for their aid the king fixed the staple at Bruges in
1340 e. Edward III.'s commercial policy had been dictated
by his political ambitions, and it was unpopular with the
native merchants, who recommended (1343) the removal of
the staple to England7. They contended that this would
benefit prices, transfer the burden of losses at sea to alien
shippers, and prevent the influx of counterfeit money. As
a more solid inducement, the king was tempted with the
prospect of raising a subsidy of forty shillings on every sack
of wool as export duty at the expense of the foreigner.
These arguments appeared to overlook the consideration
that, if foreign buyers were burdened with export duties
1 Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii. 377 b ;  Rymer, Foedera (R. ed.), ii. part ii.
879.                                          2 Patent Rolls, 1334-1338, p. 428 (1337).
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*  Rotuli Parliamentorum, ii. 143 a.